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          Agenda Item No. 16 
To:  Joint Audit Committee 
 
Date:  18 March 2020 
 
By:  Associate Partner, EY  
 
Title: External Audit – Audit Plan 
 
 
 
Purpose of Report: 
 
The Audit Plan provides members with a basis to review the proposed 
audit approach and scope for the 2019/20 audit and also ensuring that the 
audit is aligned with the Committee’s service expectations. It summarises 
the initial assessment of the key risks driving the development of an 
effective external audit for the Police & Crime Commissioner and Chief 
Constable, and outlines the planned audit strategy in response to those 
risks. 
 
 
 
Requirement of the JAC (for information/ consideration and 
feedback/ recommendation to PCC/CC) 
 
The Committee is responsible for “Reviewing the reports of the External 
Auditors and other inspection agencies (for example, HMICFRS) and 
ensuring that the appropriate action is being taken where necessary to 
address identified areas of weakness”. Within its terms of reference, the 
Committee is also to recommend approval of the external audit 
programme. 
 
 
Executive Summary  
 
Main Issues: The Audit Planning Report set out how Ernst & Young LLP 
intend to carry out the responsibilities as external auditors. It provides the 
Committee with a basis to review the proposed audit approach and scope 
for the 2019/20 audit in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the National Audit Office’s 2015 Code 
of Practice, the Statement of Responsibilities issued by Public Sector Audit 
Appointments (PSAA) Ltd, auditing standards and other professional 
requirements. 
 
Key Risks: The Plan summarises the initial assessment of the key risks 
driving the development of an effective audit for the Police & Crime 
Commissioner and Chief Constable, and outlines the planned audit 
strategy in response to those risks. 
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Action underway and recommendation for further action:  
That the Joint Audit Committee approves the 2019/20 Audit Plan. 
 
 
Explanation behind action: The External Auditors welcome the 
opportunity to discuss the report with the Committee at the meeting on 
18 March 2020 as well as understand whether there are other matters 
which the Committee considers may influence the audit. 


