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Agenda Item No. 18b 

 
To:  Joint Audit Committee 

 
Date:  6 July 2016 
 

By: Director of Finance (Sussex Police)/Chief Executive 
(OSPCC) 

 
Title:  Reports from Other External Bodies 
 

 

Purpose of Report: 
 

This report highlights reports from her Majesty‘s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary (HMIC) Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) 
and Information Commissioner’s Office (IOC) for scrutiny by the 

Committee. 
 

 

Recommendations  
 

- That the Committee notes the report. 

 

 
Her Majesty Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) 

1.1   The 2016-17 HMIC inspection programme was published on 22nd 

March 20161. This programme comprises HMIC’s PEEL assessment; 
national thematic inspections; joint inspections; inspections of other 

national law enforcement agencies; and commissions from the 
Home Secretary, and police and crime commissioners and other 
local policing bodies 

1.2 HMIC have commenced the 2016 Police Effectiveness, Efficiency 

and Legitimacy (PEEL) annual assessment of all police forces in 
England and Wales. The Efficiency, Legitimacy and Leadership 

element of the inspection process has been completed for Sussex 
and will be reported in the autumn. 

1.3 The second PEEL inspection covering “Effectiveness” will take place 

later this year, with the findings reported in spring 2017. 

1.4 HMIC have also undertaken a Crime Data Integrity inspection of 
Sussex Police.  Sussex was the first force chosen as part of a 
programme of unannounced inspections to assess the crime 

recording practices of all police forces. It is anticipated that the 

                                                 
1 https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/wp-content/uploads/hmic-inspection-programme-2016-
17.pdf 
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findings from this inspection will be published in the autumn. 

1.5 HMIC have published the following national reports since the last 
Committee meeting: 

• Missing children: who cares? – The police response to 
missing and absent children (March 2016) 

• The tri-service review of the Joint Emergency Service 
Interoperability Principles (April 2016) 

• Delivering Justice in the digital age (April 2016) 

1.6 Recommendations contained in the above that are addressed to 
chief constables have been considered by the force and if 
appropriate actions put in place. These will be monitored by the 

Organisational Reassurance Board to ensure completion. 

IPCC: Police Use of Force 

2.1 On 8 March 2016, the IPCC published a research study: Police Use 
of force: Evidence from complaints, investigations and public 

perception2.  This report examines the police use of force based on 
evidence informed by:  

• analysis of public complaints recorded by the police  

• research into the perceptions and experiences of members of 
the public, police personnel, and other stakeholders  

• analysis of referrals and completed appeals against a local police 
investigation  

• in-depth analysis of completed independent and managed 
investigations. 

2.2 The report also provides a detailed look at the data collated in 
relation to people from black and minority ethnic groups, people 

with mental health concerns, children, and people in custody. The 
IPCC have made a number of recommendations, designed to 

improve how force is used and recorded, and how its effectiveness 
is evaluated, with the overall aim of improving public confidence in 
its use.  

2.3 All police forces were invited to respond formally to the 
recommendations directed to them, detailing both current actions 
and plans that are being put in place in response.  The Sussex 

Police response has been returned to the IPCC.  

2.4 Planned activity by Sussex police will be included as an area for 
improvement in the 2016-17 Annual Governance Statement and 
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https://www.ipcc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Documents/IPCC_Use_Of_Force_Repo

rt.pdf 
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progress will be monitored by the Organisational Reassurance 
Board. 

IPCC: Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme 

2.1 The IPCC published recommendations on 3rd May 2016 relating to 
the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme, a national scheme 
applicable to all police forces, and Sussex Police’s own policies and 

procedures for the scheme and for contacting victims of crime. 

2.2 Implementation of the recommendations will be monitored by the 
Organisational Reassurance Board. 

IPCC: Death in Custody 

3.1 The IPCC have published recommendations following its 

investigation into events prior to the death of Duncan Tomlin in 
Haywards Heath in July 2014 

3.2 The recommendations have been accepted and their 

implementation will be monitored by the Organisational 
Reassurance Board. 

IPCC: Restraint and detention of children and adults in police 

custody who are vulnerable and have a mental illness 

4.1 The IPCC has made a series of recommendations to Sussex Police 
when dealing with the restraint and detention of children and adults 
in police custody who are vulnerable and have a mental illness or 

other condition or disorder. These follow an investigation into the 
force’s treatment of a girl with a severe developmental disorder on 

five occasions between 2 February and 2 March 2012. 

4.2 As with our approach to all inspections or reports by other agencies, 
Sussex Police aims to address issues as soon as practicable, rather 

than wait for findings to be published. Our aim is always to learn 
lessons, identify changes that will improve our service and 
implement those changes. As a result, the IPCC are pleased with 

the response of Sussex Police to its recommendations. 

 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) 

5.1 In February the ICO audit team visited Sussex for a 3 day voluntary 

audit focusing on Information Security.  The audit report was 
published on the 25th April with a ‘Limited Assurance’ finding.  A 

link from the ICO website to Sussex was provided giving the 
management response to the report.  This in short highlighted the 
significant progress that had been made in 2015/16 and that the 

improvement plan had already identifies the large majority of 
recommendations made by the ICO auditors and these were 

already being implemented.  The auditors provided 52 
recommendations.  All of these have been either accepted or 
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partially accepted where it is believed that the auditors were unable 
to locate evidence of during their visit but that have been satisfied. 

5.2 The ICO provided an action plan which has been adopted by the 

force and is included on the Force risk register.  Additional actions 
have been added to the plan after the Force completed a review of 

the NPCC - National Police Strategic Assessment. 

5.3 The improvement plan is owned by the Force Information Manager 
and actions have been tasked to business area owners with updates 

being reported back to the ICO every 3 months.  Progress and 
completion will be overseen by the Security and Information 
Management Board chaired by Surrey and Sussex DCCs. The plan 

will be completed by December this year. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Contact List 

 
Contact: David Tonkin, Sussex Police 

Email: david.tonkin@sussex.pnn.police.uk 
Tel: 101 Ext: 545330 
 

Contact: Mark Baker, Director of Finance, Sussex Police 
Email: mark.s.baker@sussex.pnn.police.uk 

Tel: 101 Ext: 544051 
 
Contact: Mark Streater, Chief Executive and Monitoring Officer, OSPCC 

Email: mark.streater@sussex-pcc.gov.uk 
Tel: 01273 481584 


