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1. Summary  

1.1 Financial Statements  

We are required to give an audit opinion on whether the financial statements of the Office of 
the Police & Crime Commissioner for Sussex Police (the PCC) and the Office of the Chief 
Constable for Sussex Police (the CC) give a true and fair view of the financial position as at 
31 March 2016 and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.  

We adopt a risk based approach to the audit and as part of our ongoing planning we continue 
to meet key officers and other stakeholders. 

Our audit work for 2015/16 includes: 

► a planning visit to identify any significant risks and the validation of our continued 
understanding of the PCC and CC’s material income and expenditure systems.  
This work has already started and will be completed by the end of January 2016. 

► an interim visit to perform the detailed controls testing and any early substantive 
testing in February 2016. 

► an opinion visit for the final substantive testing of the accounts for three weeks, 
week commencing 25 July. The submission deadline for Local Government bodies 
for 2015/16  is 30 September 2016. 

We will continue to use our computer-based analytics tools to enable us to capture whole 
populations of your financial data, in particular payroll, cash payments and receipts and 
journal entries. 

1.2 Value for Money Conclusion 

Under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Code of Audit Practice, we are 
required to satisfy ourselves that both the PCC and the CC have put in place proper 
arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in their use of resources. 

The value for money criteria have changed for 2015/16.  In November 2015 the NAO 
released the detailed guidance for the 2015/16 value for money conclusion which can be 
found at https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ 

In examining the PCC and CC’s corporate performance management and financial 
management arrangements we have regard to the overall criteria specified by the NAO:  

► In all significant respects, the audited body has proper arrangements to ensure it 
takes properly informed decisions and deploys resources to achieve planned and 
sustainable outcomes for taxpayers and local people.  

We further have regard to the sub-criteria specified by the NAO, which are intended to help 
auditors reach their judgment in respect of the overall criteria above:  

► Informed decision making 

► Sustainable resource deployment 

► Working with partners and third parties 

Our work supporting our initial value for money risk assessment, informed by the criteria and 
our responsibilities under the Code, is ongoing, and more detail will be included in our Audit 
Plan which will be presented in March 2016. 

https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/
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1.3 Local appointment of auditors  

The Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has confirmed that the 
current contract will expire after the 2016/17 audit of smaller Local Government bodies (such 
as parish and town councils) and after the 2017/18 audit of larger Local Government bodies 
(such as the PCC and CC). CIPFA has been asked by DCLG to prepare guidance for Local 
Government bodies on developing local auditor panels. 
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2. Timetable 

2.1 Audit Timeline 

We set out below a timetable showing the key stages of the audit and the deliverables we will 
provide to you. 

Audit phase Timetable Deliverables 

High level 
planning: 

April 2015 ► Audit Fee Letter 

 

Risk assessment 
and setting of 
scope of audit 

December 

2015 

► Progress Report 

 

Testing of 
routine 
processes and 
controls 

March 2016 ► Audit Plan 

 

Year-end audit August 2016 ► Report to those charged with 
governance 

► Audit report 

► Whole of Government Accounts 
Submission to NAO based on their 
group audit instructions 

► Audit Completion certificate 

Reporting September  

2016 

Annual Audit Letter 

 
In addition to the above formal reporting and deliverables we provided practical business 
insights and updates on regulatory matters through our Sector Briefings.  
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