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To:  Joint Audit Committee 
 

Date:  25 June 2014 
 
By:  Chief Finance Officer and Director of Finance  

 
Title: Draft Annual Governance Statements 

 
 

 
Purpose of Report: 

 
This report advises the Committee about the progress being made in the 

preparation for the Annual Governance Statement as part of the Sussex 
Police and Crime Commissioner’s (PCC) and the Chief Constable’s 
arrangements for ensuring that a framework of good governance is in 

place. 
 

 

Recommendations  
 
- That the Committee endorses the approach taken in the preparation 

for the Sussex PCC’s and Chief Constable’s Annual Governance 
Statements. 

 
- That the Committee provides any comments to the Sussex PCC and 

Chief Constable, so that any final amendments can be included in the 
documents, prior to them being submitted to the September meeting 
when the Committee will be asked to recommend them for approval 

by the Sussex PCC and Chief Constable respectively. 
 

 

 
Introduction 
 

1.1 This report advises the Committee about the progress being made 
in the preparation of the Sussex PCC and Chief Constable’s Annual 

Governance Statements as part of their arrangements for ensuring 
that an effective framework of corporate governance is in place. As 
required, the Sussex PCC and Chief Constable have prepared 

separate Annual Governance Statements. 
 

1.2 Officers from the Office of the Sussex PCC, Sussex Police and a 
representative from the Joint Audit Committee have met on a 
number of occasions throughout the year to undertake a 

comprehensive review the format of the Annual Governance 
Statements.  The aim of the review was to make the statements 

more relevant to the work of the two organisations and to ensure 
that the documents are clear, concise and are in a format that 



enables them to be used to monitor and assess compliance on a 
regular basis.   The review included consideration of best practice in 

other police areas. 
 

1.3 In constructing the statement, the group followed the Chartered 
Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) guidance.  

 

1.4 The general approach for the Annual Governance Statement for 
2013/14 has remained consistent with the approach taken last year 

in that it continues to report on evidence of compliance, actions 
undertaken in the previous year and areas for future review or 
improvement.  

 
1.5 In previous years the statements have been supported by an 

explanatory document.  This document is no longer required as the 
Governance Statements have become more comprehensive. 

 

 
Draft Annual Governance Statements  

 
2.1 The draft Sussex PCC’s statement (Appendix A), Chief Constable’s 

statement (Appendix B) are presented with this report.  These are 
draft documents and the Committee are asked to provide their 
comments. The final statements will be presented to this 

Committee at the September meeting. 
 

Contact List 
 
 

Contact: Mark Baker, Director of Finance, Sussex Police 
Email:  mark.s.baker@sussex.pnn.police.uk 

Tel: 101 Ext: 44051 
 
Contact: Mr John Eagles, Chief Finance Officer, OSPCC 

Email: john.eagles@sussex-pcc.gov.uk 
Tel: 01273 481582 


